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Background: Urological complications following renal transplantation contribute 

significantly to post-transplant morbidity and may adversely affect graft survival. 

Traditionally managed with open surgical techniques, these complications are 

increasingly treated using minimally invasive endourological approaches. 

Objective: To review the current role and outcomes of endourological techniques in 

the management of urological complications following renal transplantation. 

Methods: A comprehensive review of the literature was performed focusing on 

endourological interventions for post-transplant complications, including ureteral 

obstruction, urinary leak, bladder outlet obstruction, vesicoureteral reflux, and 
transplant calculi. 

Results: Ureterovesical anastomotic stricture remains the most common long-term 

complication, while urinary leak is the most frequent early complication. 

Endourological techniques such as percutaneous nephrostomy, ureteral stenting, 

balloon dilatation, and endoureterotomy have demonstrated success rates ranging 

from 44% to 62% in selected cases. Minimally invasive approaches are also 

increasingly utilized in the management of transplant calculi and vesicoureteral 

reflux, although outcomes vary depending on patient selection and disease severity. 

Conclusion: Advancements in endourological techniques have significantly reduced 

the need for open surgical intervention in renal transplant recipients with urological 

complications. Careful patient selection and close follow-up remain essential to 
optimize outcomes. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Renal transplantation remains the definitive treatment for end-stage renal disease, significantly improving both survival 

and quality of life. However, urological complications continue to contribute to post-transplant morbidity. Common 

complications include ureteral obstruction, urinary leaks and fistulae, bladder outlet obstruction, vesicoureteral reflux 

(VUR), and transplant-related urolithiasis (1,2). Earlier, these conditions were managed with open surgical reconstruction, 

which carried considerable morbidity. Over the past few decades, advancements in endourology have enabled minimally 
invasive approaches to become the preferred initial strategy in selected patients (11,18). 

 

The mean age of transplant recipients in most contemporary series is approximately 40–45 years (1). This review evaluates 

the evolving role of endourological techniques in managing urological complications following renal transplantation. 

 

METHOD 

A literature review was done on the use of endourologic techniques for the management of complications following Renal 

Transplant 

 

DISCUSSION 

URETERAL OBSTRUCTION 
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Ureteral obstruction, most commonly due to ureterovesical anastomotic stricture, represents one of the most frequent long-

term complications after renal transplantation, with an incidence ranging from 1% to 4.5% (3,6). The underlying etiology 

is often multifactorial, with ureteral ischemia secondary to devascularization being the predominant cause. Additional 

contributors include periureteral fibrosis, lymphocele formation causing extrinsic compression, and technical errors during 

ureteroneocystostomy (6,8). 

 

Diagnosis is typically initiated with ultrasonography, followed by computed tomography for better anatomical delineation 

(5). Functional imaging may also be used in selected cases. 
 

Traditionally, endourological interventions such as ureteral stenting or percutaneous nephrostomy were employed 

primarily for temporary decompression prior to definitive open reconstruction (7). Retrograde stenting can be technically 

challenging due to altered anatomy, making percutaneous nephrostomy a preferred initial approach in many centers (6). 

Definitive endourological management includes balloon dilatation and endoureterotomy. While balloon dilatation has 

modest success rates, direct vision endoureterotomy has emerged as the preferred technique due to improved efficacy and 

safety (17). This procedure can be performed using a cold knife, electrocautery, or Holmium:YAG laser, with reported 

success rates ranging between 44% and 62% (7,17). Optimal candidates include patients with early presentation, short (<1 

cm) distal strictures, and partial obstruction. 

 

URINARY LEAK AND FISTULA 

Urinary leak is the most common early urological complication post-transplantation, with an incidence between 1.2% and 
8.9% (10). The distal ureter is particularly vulnerable due to its tenuous blood supply, making ischemic necrosis a major 

contributing factor. Technical issues such as a non-watertight ureterovesical anastomosis may also play a role (10). 

 

The role of prophylactic ureteral stenting remains debated. Some studies suggest reduced leak rates with routine stenting, 

while others demonstrate no statistically significant benefit (9). 

 

Initial management focuses on urinary diversion and decompression using a Foley catheter and percutaneous nephrostomy 

(11). Imaging with antegrade ureteropyelography helps localize the leak. Associated urinomas should be promptly drained 

to prevent infection and secondary complications (11). 

 

Definitive management has traditionally involved open surgical repair with ureteral reimplantation. However, 
endourological approaches have shown promising results. These involve maximal urinary diversion using nephrostomy, 

ureteral stenting, and bladder drainage (11,18). Serial imaging is performed to monitor healing. Once resolution is achieved, 

drainage devices are sequentially removed, although prolonged stenting (4–6 weeks) is recommended. Careful follow-up 

is essential due to the risk of subsequent stricture formation. 

 

BLADDER OUTLET OBSTRUCTION 

Bladder outlet obstruction and urinary retention are relatively uncommon following renal transplantation, with reported 

incidence rates around 1–2% (3). Contributing factors include benign prostatic hyperplasia, bladder neck contracture, 

urethral stricture, and neurogenic bladder dysfunction (3). 

 

Prolonged pre-transplant dialysis and anuria may result in reduced bladder capacity and detrusor dysfunction, predisposing 
patients to postoperative voiding difficulties (2). Outlet procedures are generally deferred until after transplantation due to 

the increased risk of urethral complications in oliguric patients (3). 

 

Urodynamic studies are particularly valuable in patients with diabetes mellitus or neurological disorders to assess bladder 

function and guide management (2). 

 

VESICOURETERAL REFLUX 

VUR is highly prevalent after renal transplantation, with reported incidence rates as high as 50–86% (2,5). This high 

incidence is largely attributed to surgical techniques that favor a wide, non-tunneled ureteral implantation to minimize the 

risk of stricture formation (5). 

 

Although the clinical significance of VUR remains debated, high-grade reflux has been associated with recurrent urinary 
tract infections, urosepsis, hypertension, and potential long-term graft dysfunction (13). 

 

Management is individualized. Patients with asymptomatic or low-grade reflux are often managed conservatively. 

However, those with recurrent infections or high-grade reflux require intervention (13). While open surgical reimplantation 

remains the gold standard, it is associated with significant morbidity. 

 

Minimally invasive alternatives include endoscopic injection of bulking agents such as dextranomer/hyaluronic acid 

copolymer (Deflux) (12). Although success rates in transplant recipients are lower than in primary VUR, this approach 

remains a viable option in selected cases, particularly for low-grade reflux (12,18). 
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TRANSPLANT CALCULI 

Urolithiasis in renal transplant recipients is rare, with reported incidence rates below 1% (14). Stones may originate from 

the donor kidney or develop de novo due to factors such as urinary stasis, VUR, metabolic abnormalities, or retained 

foreign material (15). 

 

Unlike native kidneys, transplanted kidneys are denervated; therefore, patients typically do not experience classical renal 

colic. Presentation is often subtle, with findings such as graft dysfunction, hematuria, or urinary tract infection (14). 

 
Ultrasonography is the initial imaging modality of choice, with non-contrast CT providing definitive diagnosis (16). 

Management depends on stone size, location, and impact on graft function. 

 

Small, non-obstructive stones may be managed conservatively. In cases of obstruction or renal dysfunction, urgent 

decompression with nephrostomy or stenting is required (11). 

 

Definitive treatment options include extracorporeal shock wave lithotripsy (ESWL), ureteroscopy (URS), and percutaneous 

nephrolithotomy (PCNL) (16). ESWL is least invasive but may be limited by graft location. URS allows direct visualization 

and fragment removal, while PCNL remains the preferred option for stones larger than 1.5 cm (16). 

 

CONCLUSION 

Urological complications following renal transplantation, although relatively uncommon, can significantly impact graft 
function and patient outcomes. The management paradigm has shifted from open surgical approaches to minimally invasive 

endourological techniques, which offer reduced morbidity and faster recovery (11,18). 

 

Careful patient selection remains critical, as not all cases are suitable for endoscopic management. Nonetheless, with 

ongoing advancements in technology and technique, endourology continues to play an increasingly central role in the 

management of transplant-related urological complications. 
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